Interventions in different disciplines: a comparison of clinical drug trials and economic experiments.
A neglected area in studying experimental interventions is to compare different disciplines with each other. This editorial performs an interdisciplinary analysis as it contrasts interventions in clinical drug trials with interventions in economic experiments. There are not only methodological similarities (method of difference and randomization) but also differences (blinding). The large number of similar challenges and problems in implementation and analysis (e.g., self-selection, the volunteer subject, and external validity) offers the potential for cross-fertilization of the two disciplines whether their language barriers can be overcome.